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COLLABORATION PARTNERS

• Writing and Communication Program in the 
School of Literature, Media and Communication at the 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
• Rebekah Fitzsimmons, Marion L. Brittain Postdoctoral Fellow

• Baldwin Library of Historical Children’s Literature at the 
University of Florida
• Suzan Alteri, Curator

• Georgia Institute of Technology Libraries
• Karen Viars, Literature, Media, and Communication Subject Librarian
• Alison Valk, Multimedia Librarian 

https://wcprogram.lmc.gatech.edu/
https://www.lmc.gatech.edu/
http://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/baldwin/Index
https://www.library.gatech.edu/


ACADEMIC CONTEXT FOR THE PROJECT
“GUIDING SCIENCE” ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY AND THE RECOVERY OF FEMALE SCIENCE 
WRITERS/SCIENTISTS IN THE LONG 19TH CENTURY



CONTRIBUTIONS OF VICTORIAN WOMEN TO SCIENCE

Illustrations from 
Lucy Rider Meyer’s
Real Fairy Folks, Or, 
The Fairyland of 
Chemistry
(1887)



GUIDING SCIENCE: PUBLICATIONS BY WOMEN IN THE 
ROMANTIC AND VICTORIAN AGES



THE HISTORY AND 
RHETORIC OF 
SCIENCE WRITING 
FOR CHILDREN

Full syllabus available at 
RebekahFitzsimmons.com

https://rebekahfitzsimmons.com/portfolio/history-and-rhetoric-of-science-writing-for-children/


THE POSSIBLY IMPOSSIBLE RESEARCH PROJECT
STRUCTURE
SCAFFOLDING 



“THE POSSIBLY IMPOSSIBLE RESEARCH PROJECT”

Full assignment sheet available at rebekahfitzsimmons.com

http://rebekahfitzsimmons.wordpress.com/


FINAL ARTIFACT: PORTFOLIO OF RESEARCH



POSSIBLY IMPOSSIBLE TASK 
As described on the assignment sheet



SCAFFOLDING: TWITTER RESEARCH JOURNAL



SCAFFOLDING: BLOG POST PROGRESS REPORT



PEDAGOGICAL GOALS
1. RESEARCH FEMALE STEM AUTHORS
2. DIGITAL RESEARCH (BEYOND GOOGLE)
3. THE PROFESSOR DOESN’T KNOW ALL THE ANSWERS
4. ENGAGE IN DIFFICULT ORIGINAL RESEARCH THAT MIGHT FAIL 



GOAL 1: RESEARCH FEMALE STEM AUTHORS AND 
HISTORICAL CONTEXTS



GOAL 2: DIGITAL RESEARCH (BEYOND GOOGLE) 



GOAL 3: THE PROFESSOR DOESN’T KNOW ALL THE 
ANSWERS



THERE IS NO “CORRECT” ANSWER



GOAL 4: ENGAGE IN REAL* RESEARCH THAT MIGHT FAIL

*Real = Difficult and/or Original



BRICK WALLS
Helping students manage failure



DIGITAL COACHING



OUTCOMES
RESEARCH OUTPUT
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
FACULTY TAKE AWAYS



I REALLY UPPED MY GIF GAME



• 28 short biographies for “Guiding Science” annotated 

bibliography
• 9 research narratives with “leads”

• 8 “no results”

• 11 new or significantly edited Wikipedia articles 

RESEARCH OUTPUT



UNEXPECTED DISCOVERIES 



“NO RESULTS” DOESN’T MEAN NO LEARNING



DIGITAL STUDENT 
COLLABORATION (AND 
COMMISERATION)



DIGITAL COLLABORATION 
WITH OUTSIDE EXPERTS



ASKING FOR HELP IS NOT A SIGN OF FAILURE

[This project] opened up a new side of research that I had never really explored 
– it is okay to reach out to authorities on a given subject to ask for help and to 
be pointed in the right direction. . . . I had struck a goldmine by reaching out to 
the museums and archives, and even when they had no physical resources for 
me, they had pointed me in the right direction. If reaching out to professors or 
archivists for information was not one of the few suggested options for the 
project, I would probably never have found as much information than I actually 
had. 

Student Zong-Rui Wee, final reflective portfolio



QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU!
DR. REBEKAH FITZSIMMONS

@DrFitzPhd
Rebekah.Fitzsimmons@lmc.gatech.edu
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